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PALOALTO» As Santa Clara County struggles to
meet state-mandated goals for housing construc-
tion, a civil grand jury report released last week
spotlights two next-door Peninsula cities — one
for taking the right approach and the other for
slacking.
In its report, “Affordable Housing: A Tale of

Two Cities,” the grand jury praises Mountain
View, saying the home of Google is on track to
meet the housing targets through planning, po-
litical will and creative financing.
But Palo Alto, the home of Stanford, comes up

well short, according to the grand jury. The city
needs to step it up and produce more housing to
meet the state’s goals and put an end to its “Palo
Alto Process,” a planning approach notorious for
putting building proposals on a time-consuming
path of red tape.
In comparing Mountain View and Palo Alto,

the 19-member grand jury gauged political and
community support for affordable housing, pro-
active planning, effective reporting, supportive
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A civil grand jury study reveals
the differences between how
each town is juggling state goals

SAN JOSE

PROVIDING A PRESENT

TOP AND LEFT: Laylay
Silos, 3, Benny Silos,
4, and Jasper Silos,
3, of San Jose receive
holiday presents during
the Salvation Army’s
Christmas gift giveaway
at the SAP Center in
San Jose on Saturday.
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“It’s the same type
of life, I definitely
don’t go out as
much. I’ve learned
how to be happy
without partying
asmuch.”

— Nick Vanstrum, of Oakland,
who’s vaccinated for COVID-19
but wore a blue face mask while doing pull-ups at an outdoor gym as the
mutating virus that causes the disease keeps spreading a year after vaccines.

ELON MUSK
TIMEmagazine names the CEO
of Tesla, whose Fremont facility
is the largest auto manufactur-
ing plant in California, and CEO of
private space company SpaceX,
as 2021“Person of the Year.”

LAURIE SMITH
Santa Clara County sheriff com-
mitted “willful and corrupt mis-
conduct,” related to concealed
weapons permits, county civil
grand jury finds, which could
lead to her removal from office.

SKI RESORTS
Recent storms bring more
than 5feet of new snow to the
Sierra, allowing ski areas closed
due to the drought to finally
open. But the warming climate
remains a long-term threat.

THEYSAID IT

Sunday update not enough?» mercurynews.com/tag/internal-affairs

Internal affairs »A look at theweek’s news in local and state politics

LATESTLINE»WHO’SUPANDWHO’SDOWN

For 31 years, Family Giving Tree has made
the holidays brighter for low-income families
in the Bay Area by distributing toys, books

and other gifts through its net-
work of more than 400 partner
agencies. And Friday, the Milpi-
tas-based nonprofit celebrated a
huge milestone by providing its
2 millionth gift.
“It took us 22 years to reach

1 million gifts and nine years
to reach 2 million,” said “Queen
Elf” Jennifer Cullenbine, who
founded Family Giving Tree in

1990 with the help and encouragement of col-
lege classmate Todd Yoshida. Cullenbine had
proposed a project to deliver 300 gifts to fam-

FORLOW-INCOMEFAMILIES

Family Giving Tree
reaches milestone of
2 million holiday gifts
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From staff reports

Wish Book readers are re-
sponding generously to the
annual effort to help their
neighbors whose stories are
being told in print and on-
line this holiday season.
Through Friday, readers

have donated $319,674 so far
to Wish Book, which is in its
39th year of community giv-
ing.Wish Book funding goes
to Bay Area nonprofits who
provide much-needed ser-
vices and support to people
who are struggling this year.
You still have the oppor-

tunity to make lives better.
We are running features on
some of the programs and
the people they help through
the end of the year, but do-
nations are welcome year-
round. All of the stories and
details about how to become
a donor can be found online
at wishbook.mercurynews.
com.

Following is a partial list
of donors whose generos-
ity we’d like to publicly ac-
knowledge; an updated list
will be published in Janu-

ary. Wish Book also would
also like to thank the many
donors who wish to remain
anonymous but whose gifts
will help make a differ-

ence for so many people.
A » JoAnn Adefuin, Emily
Adorable Lane &Barbara Al-
banese, Bonne Alden, Mari-
anne Ambrosini, Susan An-
dersen in honor of Karen
Tatro, Anonymous in honor
of Arroyo, Anonymous in
honor of Carol Soares, Anon-
ymous in honor of Dan Al-

Readers give generously to help others in need
Donations to help support Bay Area nonprofits have reached $319,674, and climbing

News on your phone:
Download theMercury
Newsmobile app for
iPhone or Android
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Senior Alice Sarmento, left, gets a hug from volunteer Lucinda
Reynolds after she delivered food at her home in San Jose on
Oct. 20. Staff and volunteers from the Portuguese Organization
for Social Services and Opportunities cook and deliver food to
Portuguese seniors as part of their Senior Nutrition Program.

WISHBOOK»PAGE2

More online:
Read other

Wish Book stories,
view photos and video at
WISHBOOK.MERCURYNEWS.COM.

The Wish Book is an
annual series of The
Mercury News that
invites readers to help
their neighbors.

HOW TO GIVE
Donate at wishbook.mer-
curynews.com or mail in
the coupon on PageB4.

THEWISH BOOK SERIES

15%OFF*

Senior/Military Discount
*Up to $250 value

Not valid with any other offers or services.
Lic. #1034343

www.EliteRooter.com/SanJose
(408) 430-1006

Free Estimates

DRAIN CLEANING SPECIAL
IT DRAINS OR
IT’S FREE!69*$

Not valid with any other offers or services.
*Must have accessible cleanout.

Highly Rated On Google★★★★★

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
AL Free Camera

Inspection
with any drain

cleaning
service.
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ilies in East Palo Alto, but
her class turned down the
idea. Yoshida, who was at
Friday’s festivities, later
approached her and said,
“Let’s do it anyway.”

It started small, pro-
viding gifts for just one
classroom at a school.
The next year, it was
three classrooms. Today,
the Holiday Wish Drive is
an operation that would
rival the North Pole.

Every year, staff mem-
bers and legions of volun-
teer “elves” convert a do-
nated, temporary ware-
house — this year, it’s in
Sunnyvale — to a verita-
ble gift factory. Some are
donated, others are pur-
chased and they all get
sorted and labeled to
grant holiday wishes to
families around the re-
gion. Silicon Valley corpo-
rations usually hold dona-
tion drives and bring in
big numbers of volunteers
to help sort all the gifts,
though the COVID-19
pandemic created chal-
lenges last year and has
continued to affect this
year’s efforts.

Because many offices
are still closed, compa-
nies provided more mon-
etary donations this year
instead of merchandise.
That left it up to Purchas-
ing Manager Kristyn My-
ers Begari, who had about
$750,000 to spend on
gifts — and dealing with
supply chain issues, in-
flation and all the other
headaches hitting con-
sumers this year. Santa
Claus may check his list
twice, but Begari takes it
a step further.

“We check to make sure
every child has a wish
here,” she said.

While it all comes to-
gether in the last few
weeks of the year, it’s re-
ally a year-round ef-
fort (and that’s not even
counting the back-to-
school backpack drive
Family Giving Tree added
a few years ago). You can
find out more or donate
to help out at familygiv-

ingtree.org.
Friday, gifts were still

being prepared for deliv-
ery with a “store” of pur-
chased gifts filling a few
rooms. One wall had a
variety of Baby Yoda-re-
lated gifts, another had
microscopes and science
kits. There were books,
puzzles and backpacks
and shelves stacked with
boxes of headphones. Vol-
unteers were working
with smiles on their faces
— something that’s not
lost on Cullenbine after
more than three decades
of being in the elf busi-
ness.

“I think it took me al-
most 10 years to learn
the lesson that the peo-
ple who are most affected
by the Family Giving Tree
process are actually those
who give. Having fami-
lies volunteer in the ware-
house and not having
an age restriction for lit-
tle kids means that we’re

teaching them about help-
ing others when they’re
very little. If we continue
doing that, shouldn’t we
be creating a more loving
community with less peo-
ple who need help?”

And what’s on the top
of Cullenbine’s wish list
for Family Giving Tree?
She’d love it if someone
would donate a ware-
house to the nonprofit for
its permanent use, elim-
inating the annual hunt
for more and more space.

GIFTOFTAMALES» Making
tamales for Christmas was
a big deal for my family
with my mother, grand-
mother and aunts prepar-
ing dozens upon dozens of
the traditional Latino de-
lights. The men had the
job of mixing the corn-
meal masa and my cous-
ins and I were relegated to
the messy job of spreading
masa on the hojas, dried
corn husks.

But that’s nothing com-
pared to what Ofelia Ta-
lavera has planned. She’s
rallying members of her
Moose Lodge and Las Co-
madres group to make
2,400 tamales for the
Farmworker Caravan’s up-
coming Las Posadas event
with ALAS, Ayudando La-
tino a Soñar, in Half Moon
Bay on Monday. Sixty-five
people have signed up to
help make the tamales at
the Moose Lodge on Mt.
Pleasant Road in San Jose.

The San Jose Flea Mar-
ket helped procure all
the ingredients, which
made for quite a shopping
list: 200 pounds of pre-
pared masa, 100 pounds
of pork, 100 bags of corn
husks, 20 pounds of fresh
jalapeños and 20 pounds
of shredded Monterey
Jack cheese. Farmworker
Caravan organizer Dar-
lene Tenes says the cooks
from Las Comadres are
making their own sauce

from scratch because they
don’t want to use canned
stuff.

By the way, the Farm-
worker Caravan again
organized a Christ-
mas stocking drive this
year to provide stock-
ings filled with toys, hats,
gloves, candy and other
gifts for the children of
farmworkers. Tenes said
about 6,000 stuffed stock-
ings were expected to be
donated this week and
would be distributed to
families though various
Northern California agen-
cies, including ALAS,
Alisal Family Resource
Center, Catholic Chari-
ties, the Center for Farm-
worker Families and LU-
LAC Farmworker Task
Force.

GROWINGGENEROSITY
» The San Jose Garden
Club, which will be cele-
brating its 50th anniver-
sary in May, hasn’t been

sitting fallow this holi-
day season. The club, led
by president Kathy Ar-
gabright, collected 49
stuffed animals at its De-
cember meeting that will
be donated to Santa Clara
County’s Department of
Family and Children’s
Services, where they’ll be
given by law enforcement
officers to children in cri-
sis. The club also took in
$7,855 that’s being do-
nated to Second Harvest
of Silicon Valley.

‘NUTCRACKER’ CODA» Vi-
olinist Claudia Bloom
was disappointed my col-
umn on New Ballet’s pro-
duction of “The San Jose
Nutcracker” this week-
end didn’t mention that
the ballet will be accom-
panied by a live orchestra
of local musicians, con-
ducted by Thomas Shoe-
botham, performing the
Tchaikovsky score. That’ll
definitely be a vital part
of the experience at the
California Theatre, so
consider it done, Claudia
— and thanks for keeping
me on my toes.

JUSTASKING » You’ve got
to wonder if San Jose
ticked someone off in
California’s Redistrict-
ing Commission. The lat-
est draft maps, which
are expected to be ap-
proved this month, divide
the Bay Area’s largest city
among four different con-
gressional representa-
tives. Most of San Fran-
cisco and Oakland are
covered by one member of
the House of Representa-
tives each and given San
Jose’s population of more
than 1 million people, you
would expect it would be
covered by two, as it has
been for more than a de-
cade.

But four? That’s like
Berlin being carved by
the Allies and Soviet
Union after World War
II. At least San Jose has
company, as even down-
town Sacramento cur-
rently is being split
among two reps.

Contact Sal Pizarro
at spizarro@
bayareanewsgroup.
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Sorted gifts are lined up ready for delivery to social service agencies in Family Giving Tree’s warehouse in Sunnyvale on Friday.

PALO ALTO
4113 El Camino Real

650-493-7681

PLEASANTON
4555 Hopyard Road, Ste 11

925-734-9418

SAN JOSE
750 - A South Winchester

408-247-1501

COLMA
11 Colma Blvd.
650-756-9892

CONCORD
1910 Concord Ave.
925-689-1510

FREMONT
4959 Mowry Ave.
510-796-0336

OAKLAND
4364 Piedmont Ave.

510-547-8292
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